
 

Multifaceted Whole 
 Rent Romus (USA) The Other World Finland Quintet was multifaceted.  An alto saxophonist 
from San Francisco who has Finnish roots, Romus presented together with Finnish musicians his 
work “The Otherworld Cycle”.  This many-sided whole work is based on his research of Finno-Ugric 
and Sami music.  One could also clearly hear influences of other Kalevala and Karelian music 
 Luckily it turned out to be more than only pseudonationalistic clichés served with five string 
kantele, flutes and willowpipes.  The band, together with Heikki Koskinen, Mikko Innanen, Teppo 
Hauta-aho and Olavi Louhivuori created fine textures and complex grooves which swung despite 
their complexity. 
 Trumpetist Koskinen is better known as Mike Koskinen through his classic Sunwebs (1976).  
Koskinen, who has operated in USA since 70’s, played an electronic trumpet.  It sounded like a well 
recorded trumpet and gave a somewhat surrealistic impression.  It can switch mutes and octaves 
with buttons.  However, at times it brought out less exactly tuned instruments in the ensemble.  
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